
More Jobs, Money, 
and Tax Benefits on 
the Horizon
or 
Loss of Tourism, 
Fisheries, and 
Ecosystem Services

(Truths, ½ Truths, Lies?)

Are there more jobs on 
the horizon? If so, what 
types and what are the 

Consequences?

Is the sun setting or rising 
on oil/gas/wind? And 

other Questions
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OUTLINE

ÅDefinitions and a Little History
ÅCurrent Status (Leasing Plans, 

Timelines, Proposals)
ÅA Little Geology
ÅVolume Estimates
ÅSeismic Data
ÅMethods for Development
ÅPros and Cons ςIssues
ÅTourism, Fisheries
ÅOpinions

https://data.doi.gov/dataset/atlantic-nad-83-ocs-
planning-areas
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Definitions

ÅState Waters to 3 nautical miles (exception is TX. and west coast of 

FL = 9 nautical miles)

ÅFederal waters extend from 3 to 200 nautical miles or a maximum of 350 

nautical miles depending on topography (continental shelf size) and 

international boundaries w/ other countries

ÅOCS is Outer Continental Shelf

Note: 1 nautical mile = 1.15 miles

NC is Land Baron of East Coast

http://www.onr.navy.mil/Focus/ocean/regions/oceanfloor2.htm


ά¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ {ƘŜƭŦ ƛǎ ŀ vital national resource reserve held by the Federal 
Government for the public, which should be made available for expeditious and 
orderly development, subject to environmental safeguards, in a manner which is 
ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎέ

Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act

1953 Sec 3(3)

άaŀƴŀƎŜthe mineral resources on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS)in an
environmentallysoundandsafemanner.έ .h9aΩǎMissionStatement

Definitions
Geology
Reserves
Seismic 
Issues

EEZ: Sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring, exploiting, 

conserving and managing natural resources, whether living and 

nonliving, of the seabed and subsoil and the superjacent waters 

and with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation 

and exploration of the zone, such as the production of energy 
from the water, currents and winds



Å January 27, 2015: BOEM announces 2017-2022 
leasing program (includes Atlantic)

Å March 15, 2016 : BOEM releases 2017-2022 five 
year plan ςomits Atlantic

Å January 6, 2017: BOEM denies six pending 
seismic testing permitsfor Atlantic

Å April 28, 2017: President Trump signs Exec. Order 
to speed up seismic testing permits

Å May 1, 2017: Sec. Zinkesigns order to implement 
America-First Offshore Energy Strategy

Å May 3, 2017: Concern with new Executive Order 
will allow drilling within 50 miles of coast and 
repeated lease sales

Å July 3, 2018: Start Information Gathering 
(ongoing)

2017 ς2022
w/ 50 mile 
buffer

2019 ς2024
3 Scenarios


